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Greyhound Walks becomes a charity! - A message from our proud Treasurer

In three short years Greyhound Walks has grown from six walkers with their greyhounds to upwards of 100 dogs on a
walk. Such growth has meant that the original penny pots are now only one of many ways in which we raise money to
support our local kennels.

It also has become essential that we formalise our wonderful group of dedicated walkers, especially as last year our
turnover was in excess of £5,000. This is the figure the Charity Commissioners set as the point when groups must
become a charity.

We made our application, waited and were given guidance as to why our application needed modification. In particu-
lar, we fell foul of a trap that charities constitutions must not mention how they raise money! A few weeks later
though we had the wonderful news we were charity number 1127875! Fantastic— we were into the big league!

Charity status brings responsibilities and we have a board of trustees who ensure that the money is spent wisely and
are also responsible for over viewing progress of the charity, rather like a board of directors of a
company. We also have to provide annual returns to the charity commission —a far cry from our
humble beginning and those penny pots.

Despite these ‘advances’ we will always stay as we started off, your friendly
walking group who love nothing better to natter and wander with our

greyhounds! lan O’Neill
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Which walk ,was this one ..Avere you there?

See page 4

Chelsea’s Column—Thoughts from my duvet ...

It's been quite an eventful few months for Greyhounds Walks, but not so much for
me. | take my retirement very seriously and don’t ever plan to over do things, let
others do the rushing about!

Since the last newsletter I've been going to see my friend Sophie at Spring Lodge
Vets, she runs the ‘Old Git’s Clinic’, well that’s what mum calls it. She checks my
weight, checks my teeth and has a bit of a feel all over to make sure I've still got all
# my legs and stuff. They decided that because | was getting a bit stiff through the
winter it was best if | started some tablets (bleurgh) to help. Now twice a day mum
tries to think up new ways to hide the tablets in tasty food so I'll take them!

Things are a bit better now it’s getting warmer. | had a super day at the
Greyhound Walks Show when | had a surprise visit from my old trainers Paul & Mim
Garland. I'd not forgotten just how nice they were. They helped ‘judge’ my special
class and made me feel very special. I'm hoping they’ll come to the 2010 show, |
know I'm going to be there!

Me, Paid 8 Mimn judglng







